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m THE CLAIMS : 

1. (Original) A filtering device coiryjrising: 

one hollow body (1 1) defining a filtering chamber (14) and aiound this at least 
one longitudinal channel (16), 

a first end connection (12) for cov^^ling an aspiration piece to one end of said 
body, 

- a second end connection (1 3) to connect to an aquiation unit, 
a removable filter (1 5) placed in said chamber, and -wherein: 
the first connection (12) has an entrance anti-chamber (19) that communicates, 
on the one side, with an aitiance passage (20) and, on the othw, with an 
entrance conduit (21) communicating with said filtering chamber ( 14) and with 
an entrance compartment (22) that communicates with said longitudinal 
channel (16) in said body (llX Ae aspiration piece being connected to the 
entrance passage (20), 

thesecondcomiection(13)hBsanevacuationpassage(25)conmiunicatingwith 
an exit conduit (26) communicating with said filtering chamber, and an exit 
compartment (27) communicating with said longitudinal channel (16) in said 
body, the evacuation passage being connected to the aspiration unit, 
in the anti-chamber of said first connection a diverter means (29) is located and 
movable between a first position, in which said entrance passage (20) 
communicates with said longitudinal channel tiirou^ the entrance 
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compartment (22), and a second position, in which said entrance passage (20) 
communicates with said filtering chamber (14) through the entrance conduit 
(21). 

2. (Original) The filtering device in accordance with claim 1, wherein said diverter 
means (29) consists of a tubular piece (30) movable around an oscillation axis (31) and having 
an inlet (30*) permanently in line with said entrance passage (20) and an outlet (30") which in 
said first position is in line with the entrance compartment (22) and in said second position is 

5 positioned in line with the entrance conduit (21). 

3. (Original) The filtering device in accordance with claim 2, wherein said diverter 
means (29^0) is pressed and kept in said first position by a spring (32) and is engaged and 
movable in said second position by a button (33). 

4. (Previously Pres^ted) The filtering device according to claim 1, wherein the first 
connection and the second connection are identical in constnictiox)^ and wherein only the first 
connection is provided with a diverter means. 

5. (Original) The filtering device according to claim 4, wherein each first and second 
connection (12,13) consists of two complementary casings, facing and joined to one another 
with annular fasteners (17), wherein every coimection is fastened to the respective end of the 
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body (1 1) and features an internal part (12', IS*) associated by sealing witii the filtering 
5 chamber (14) with the inteiposition of at least one seal (18) and wherein the conduit (21) 

communicating with the filtering chamber is in said internal part. 

6. (Original) The filtering device accoidmg to claim 1 , wherein said diverter means is 
linearly movable between said first and said second position aiid features passages for putting 
alternately into communication the entrance passage with the entrance compartment and with 
the filtering chamber. 

7. (Previously Presented) The filtering device according to clairn 2, wherein *e first 
connection and the second connection are identical in construction, and wherein only the first 
cotmection is provided with a diverter means. 

8. (Previously Presented) The filtering device according to claim 3, wherein the first 
connection and the second connection are identical in construction, and wherein only the first 
connection is provided with a diverter means. 

9. (New) A filtering device fiwmed by the process of: 

providing a hollow body encasing a filtering chamber containing a removable filter and 
at least one loogitudinal channel; 

providing a first end connection coupled to one end of said body, said first end 

4 



PAGE 5/13 ' RCVD AT 12/29/2004 4:37:32 PM [Eastern Standard ^^^^^ 



.12/29/.2084 17:45 19149415855 



MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC 



PAGE 



5 connection having an entrance anti-chamber containing a movable diverter means that 

communicates, on the one side, with an entrance passage coupled to an aspiration piece and 
on the other side conomunicates with an entrance conduit leading to said filtering chamber in 
a second position and with an entrance compartment leading to said longitudinal channel in 
a first position; 

providing a second end connection to connect to an aspiration unit^ said second 
connection having an evacuation passage communicating with an exit conduit communicating 
with said filtering chamber, and an exit compartment commimicating with said longitudinal 
channel, the evacuation passage being connected to the aspiration unit; and 

providing a spnog adjacent said diverter means to press said diverts means into said 
first position and a button opposite said spring and adjacent said diverter means to engage and 
actuate said diverter means against said spring to said second position. 

1 0. (New) The filtering device formed by the process in accordance with claim 9, said 
process fiirther comprising: 

providing said diverter means that is pressed and kept in said second position by a 
spring and said diverter means is engaged and movable in said first position by a button. 

1 1 . (New) The filtering device fonued by the process in accordance with claim 9, said 
process fiirther comprising: 

providing said first connection and said second connection identical in construction, 

5 



PAGE6/13'RCVDAT12/29/20044:3/:32PM[EastemSM 



12/29/2804^ 17:45 19149415855 



MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC 



PAGE 87 



and only the first connection is provided with said diveiter means. 

12. (New) The filtering device fonned by the process in dccordanoe with claim 9, said 
process further comprising: 

providing each first and second connection with two complementaiy casings^ facing 
and joined to one another with annular fasteners, wherein every connection is fastened to the 
5 respective end of the body and features an uitemal part associated by sealing with the filtering 

chamber with the interposition of at least one seal and wherein the conduit communicating 
with the filtering chamber is in said internal pact. 

13. (New) The filtering device fonned by the process in accordance with claim 9, said 
process further comprising: 

providing said diverter means linearly movable between said first and said second 
position and featuring passages forputting alternately into communication the entrance passage 
5 with the entrance compartment and with the filtering chamber. 
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